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PARAMANUAND QUIDDITY (ANTYAVI^ESA)

It has been said that the true realisation of the
Atman^ the only aim of the (^as^ra, is possible by the
right knowledge of each and every category accepted
by the system. This is possible only when every object
is distinguished from its homogeneous and hetero-
geneous classes. Generally, this is done through the
help of attributes. But, in the case of par am anus,, parti-
cularly of one class, the distinction between one another
is not possible through the help of ordinary attributes.
But the distinction has to be made even there, not only
for the sake of having true knowledge of each of the
ultimate particles, but also for the guidance of the
future individual and the universal productions. Hence,
Nyaya-Vai^esika believes in the existence of a category,
called wfesa, generally known as antyavifesa^ to differen-
tiate one eternal paramdnu from the other. Similarly,
it is essential to make distinction between other eternal
substances, namely, Akdfa^ Ka/a, Dik^ Atman and
Manas.225 This is also possible only with the help of a
quiddity.

As to the view that a sort of differentiating capacity
may be assumed to belong to the paramanus themselves
instead of having a different category, called antyavifesa^
it may be pointed out that the view is groundless, as
no such capacity is ever found to be associated with
the paramanus.

Again, as to the view that a series of quiddity
will have to be assumed to distinguish one vipsa from
the other in successive cases leading to logical absurd-
ities, it may be pointed out that on account of its having
an absolute nature of differentiating, the vicesa alone
through its own nature causes differentiation and does
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